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          “ We’re all Royalty”  
 

 
 
 

When Captain Nichola 
Goddard died in Afghanistan on May 
17th, 2006, she was the first Canadian 
woman to be killed in action 
since the Second World War.  
She was also the first female 
combat soldier killed on the 
front lines. Capt. Goddard, 
who was 26, was serving as a 
forward observer, meaning 
she helped to target the 
artillery by observing where 
the shells fell. On the 17th of 
May, Canadian soldiers had 
been called to support 
Afghan troops fighting the 
Taliban forces in a region 24 
km west of Kandahar. While 
the government of 
Afghanistan called the day a 
success, it cost the life of 
Capt. Goddard. Prime 
Minister Stephen Harper 
issued this statement: Capt. 
Goddard, who was 26, was 
serving as a forward 
observer, meaning she 
helped to target the artillery 
by observing where the 
shells fell.”  

As many of you 
may know, Nichola Goddard 
was a student of  Dr. JH 
Gillis from grades 9-12. Mr. MacNeil, 
who had her in his history classes in 
grades 10 and 12, and also knew her 
through the debating team, got to know 
Nichola. He said he was surprised when  

 
 

 
Nichola showed interest in the military. 
Nichola won a scholarship to the Royal 

Military College and had enlisted right 
out of high school. She was always 
interested in world issues, but she 
seemed to be more interested the 
humanitarian aspects than the military. 
However, Goddard saw the military as a  
 
 

 
 

 
 

way to bring peace, and facilitate the 
distribution of aid. She was really 
interested in Peacekeeping, and part of  

that interest was sparked 
by learning about the 
Swedish women in 
peacekeeping. She wanted 
to be in the Air Force, but 
could not because she 
lacked perfect vision. 
Instead, she used her 
ability in mathematics and 
trigonometry to join the 
artillery.  

In school, 
Nichola was a great 
person: she was vivacious, 
extremely friendly, and 
got along with everyone. 
She was a listener, and she 
participated in many 
different activities. She 
was very good at debating, 
she skied competitively, 
she was involved in 
drama, and she was great 
for school spirit. She was 
the head of SAGE in 
1998, and she was also a 
member of Student 
Council and the 
multicultural committee. 
After she graduated in 

1998, she returned to our school a few 
times to talk to students about her 
experiences at the Royal Military 
College.  

Nichola Goddard had many of 
the qualities required for a soldier. She 
was tough enough to put up with the 

military life, and she 
was also compassionate 
and intelligent. She 
didn’ t go in to the 
military just to blow 
things up, she wanted to 
make the world a better 
place.   
 

 
 

Who was Nichola Goddard?
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Editorial 
 

Wow. Ten issues. When I started the job as editor, I had no idea how many issues would be published this year. I had no idea how 
much fun it would be, or how much work. I am proud of the end result.  
There are so many people I need to thank. First of all, I need to thank Mrs. Reid and Mr. Farrell, because even though I didn’ t 
always agree with their judgements, without them there would be no student newspaper. I need to thank Wilhelmina Stewart and 
the secretaries, Eleanor Smith and Mary Pelrine for their assistance in getting the newspaper printed and photocopied. Thanks go 
out to Nick Fanning for collecting and saving newspapers that get left on the floor. Thank you to all of our readers, I hope you’ve 
enjoyed the newspaper this year, and finally, thanks so much to everyone who wrote or submitted information or artwork to the 
paper. Without you, I would have had nothing to print (well, other than the editorial, calendar and sudoku). 
Before I sign off forever, I would like to recognize the contribution of one person: Caitlin Hughes. Caitlin was the editor of the 
school newspaper when I was in grade nine. Caitlin was a major factor in my decision to be editor. Even though I was only in 
grade nine, she encouraged me at every step and welcomed my input. Over the past four years, I believe the newspaper was at its 
best when Caitlin was editor.  
I can only hope that I lived up to her legacy. Being the editor is a tough job, but I think it was rewarding.  
And so I leave the Gillis Gazette in the capable hands of Liz Murphy. Stay tuned next year; I’m sure the paper will be great. Will 
Dr. Tom’s true identity ever be revealed? Will Pierre ever review rap or rock music?  The answers are yet to come. 

A brief guide to the issues we’ve produced: 
September 2005: Grade Nine Special Issue/Student Council 
October 2005: Walkathon 
November 2005: Remembering Veterans/Romeo Dallaire 
December 2005: Music of the Night memories/ Starting your own 
business 
January 2006: Stephen Lewis 
February 2006: Winter Carnival 
March 2006: Women Shaping Africa/ State of the Union 
April 2006: School Health Centre 
May 2006: Student Council Elections 
 

 
 

Munich 
Brendan Ahern 
 
It’s a very rare thing to see a movie so 
powerful it will not leave your mind for 
days or even weeks after viewing. Not 
only is “Munich”  a movie with 
excellent pace, and terrific acting on the 
part of Eric Bana and Daniel Craig, but 
it is also very well rounded view into 
the mechanics and mentality behind 
terrorism. The movie follows a team of 
5 Mossad ( Israeli intelligence ) agents. 
Their job is to hunt down and kill 11 
supposed planners of the 1972 Olympic 
Attack, where 11 Jewish athletes were 
killed. That being said, the movie would 
seem like any other action film, 
thankfully Spielberg does not take it in 
this direction. “Munich”  puts the 
brutality of a terrorist attack that we see 
in the news to a whole different 
perspective. Spielberg does not hold 
anything back, and as a result we see 
really how awful the situation is, for the 
hostages and even for the terrorists. 
Munich shows us the things we do not 
see in the news. It gives a face to these 

monsters we know only as “ the 
terrorist/ terrorists ” . We see that the 
reasons behind such tactics and 
manoeuvres are not as Black and White 
as we are led to believe. Once the team 
starts knocking off their targets the 
morality of their mission is brought into 
the spotlight. The viewer sees that the 
death and suffering dealt by agencies 
like Mossad, C I A, or MI 5 is just as 
bad as the terror dealt by the P L O or  
Al Quaida, and when a group like 
Mossad or C I A bombs a house of a 
suspected terrorist, they indirectly 
create hatred and spawn more terrorism. 
This begs the questions, is the death 
dealt by governments any more humane 
than the death dealt by terrorists? We 
see in Munich that these attacks only 
fuel a cycle of vengeance which turns 
into terrorist tactics. Weather these 
terrorist attacks are created by 
vengeance, or anger at another country, 
in both cases we see that terrorists 
aren’ t born, but made. They are made 
by injustices in their country or 
injustices being imposed upon their 
country like we see in Iraq. Spielberg 
gives us this message in the movie 
“Munich” . So if your in need of a movie 
to see I strongly recommend this film, 

you will not be disappointed.      
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Mrs. Reid 
is The 
Gillis 
Gazette’s 
fabulous 
student 
adviser.  
She would 

like to say that “Writing 
is Fun!” . 
 
Catherine Holloway 
(Editor) 
 Next year : Dalhousie 
When I  grow up I  
want to be: a Science 
Writer/ Scientist 
Best thing about high 
school: cafeteria 
panzarotti. 
Last Words: Don’ t panic. 

 
Michael 
Cormier 
(Everyday 
Computing) 
Next year : 
StFX 
When I  
grow up I  
want to be: 
a Computer 
Programmer 

Best thing about high school: friends 
Last Words: Remember to make backups 
 
Michael Murphy 
(Horoscopes) 
Next year : St. FX 

When I  
grow up I  
want to 
be: an 
Astronaut  
Best thing 
about 
high 
school: the 
free 
hotdogs at 
school 

events 
Last Words: Do what you want. What’s the 
worst that could happen? 
 
 
 

Devanne 
O’Brien 
(Environmental 
and 
Humanitarian 
columnist) 
Next year : St. 
FX 

When I  grow up I  want to be: a 
Journalist  
Best thing about high school: 
BAND 
Last Words: Band is life, life is 
band. 
 

Justin 
MacLennan 
(editorial, poet) 
Next year : St. 
FX 
When I  grow up I  want to be: a Writer 
Best thing about high school: being able to 
experience the world cup in Grade 12 year. 
Last Words: I shot the sheriff, but I didn’ t 
shoot the deputy. 

 
Mark 
Williams 
(reporter) 
Next year : 
St. FX 
When I  
grow up I  
want to be: 
a goldfish. 
No, not 

really. A professor. (of goldfishology) 
Best thing about high school: the people 
Last Words: I shot the deputy. 
 
Alex Marshall 
(Music 
reviewer) 
Next year : 
McGill 
When I  grow 
up I  want to 
be: A scientist. 
(a sane one) 
Last Words: 
MATH 
RULES! 

 
Alicia Teasdale 
(artist) 
Next year : St. FX 
When I  grow up I  
want to be: an 
elementary school 
teacher 

Best thing about high school: art class 
 
Stephanie 
Bertsch 
(chef) 
Next year : St. 
FX 
When I  grow 
up I  want to 
be: the ruler 
of Gotham 
city. 
Best thing about high school: The random 
moments 
Last Words: Never get in a spitting contest 
with a llama. 

 
James Goldie 
(theatre review, 
poet) 
Next year : St. 
FX 
When I  grow up 
I  want to be: a 
public school 
teacher  

Last Words: It’s been fun. 
 
Brendan Ahern 
(movie reviews) 
Next 
year : 
Banff, 
working 
Best 
thing 
about 
high 
school: 
there are 
lots of 
good things 
Last Words: Use your time well. 
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Sam MacDonald  
(video 
game 
review) 
Next year : 
St. FX 
When I  
grow up I  
want to 
be: a 
Director 
Best thing 
about high 

school: people 
Last Words: I regret that I didn’ t write 
more for the newspaper. 
Jon Grant 
(state of 
the union 
address) 
Next 
year : St. 
FX 
When I  
grow up I  
want to 
be: a 
starving 
poet 
Best thing about high school: friends 
Last Words: Have the time of your life 
‘ til you die. 
 
Sophie Lorefice 
(reporter) 
Next year : St. FX 
When I  grow up I  want to be: a lawyer 

Best thing 
about 
high 
school: 
ask me in 
10 years 
Last 
Words: 
"Read, 
every day, 
something 

no one else is reading. Think, every day, 
something no one else is thinking. Do, every 
day, something no one else would be silly 
enough to do. It is bad for the mind to 
always be one of the crowd." Christopher 
Morley 
 
 
 

Ryutaro “Roy”  Nakamuta 
(artist) 
Next year : Japan 
When I  
grow up I  
want to be: 
a scholar of 
culture 
Best thing 
about high 
school: it is 
more 

comfortable than school in Japan and I get 
more free time. 
Last Words: I will be Canadian. 
 
 
Amanda Glenn 

(artist) 
Next year : 
Agricultural 
College 
When I  grow 
up I  want to 
be: a 
veterinarian 
assistant 
Best thing 
about high 
school: friends 
Last Words: 

only one: umbrella 
 
Maria 
Konchalski 
(Athletics) 
Next Year : 
St. FX 
When I  
grow up I  
want to be: 
a famous 
rapper 
Best thing 

about high school: friends 
Last Words: Stay Coo 
Holly Van Gestel (Athletics) 
Next Year : St. FX 
When I  grow up I  want to be: one of 
Maria’s groupies 
Best thing about high school: friends 
Last Words: Keep it real. 
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Newspaper committee members: 
 
Grade 11 
Carolyn Curry 
Pierre Riley 
Liz Murphy 
Cloe MacDonald 
Rachelle Enxuga 
Dr. Tom 
Heather Smith 
Katie Chisholm 
 
Grade 10 
Valeska Meyer 
Avery Jones 
 
Grade 9 
Celia Byrne 
Shirin Dossa 
Drew Janes 
Michelle Parent 
Daniel MacDonald 
 


